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Highlights: Michael McGinnis is a physician and epidemiologist who lives and works in Washington DC. Through his 
writing, government service, and work in philanthropy, he has been a long-time contributor to national and international 
field leadership in health, health care, and health policy. He currently serves at the National Academy of Medicine (NAM), 
where he is the Leonard D. Schaeffer Executive Officer, Senior Scholar, and Executive Director of the NAM’s Leadership 
Consortium for public and private collaboration on behalf of a continuously learning health system. Previously, he served as 
founding Director, respectively, of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s (RWJF) Health Group, the World Health 
Organization’s Office for Health Reconstruction in Bosnia, the federal Office of Research Integrity (interim), and the federal 
Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion. In a tenure unusual for political and policy posts, he held continuous 
appointment through the Carter, Reagan, Bush and Clinton Administrations at the Department of Health and Human 
Services, with policy responsibilities for disease prevention and health promotion (1977-1995). Programs  and policies 
conceived and launched at his initiative include the Healthy People process establishing national health goals and objectives 
(1979-present), the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (1984-present), the Dietary Guidelines for Americans (with USDA, 1980-
present), the multi-level Public Health Functions Steering Group and the Ten Essential Services of Public Health (1994-present), 
the RWJF Active Living family of programs (2000-present), the RWJF Young Epidemiology Scholars Program (2001-2012), the 
RWJF Health and Society Scholars Program (2002-2017), and the current Learning Health System initiative of the NAM. 
Internationally, he served in Bosnia (1995-6) as Chair of the joint World Bank/European Commission Task Force on 
Reconstruction of the Health and Human Services Sector, and in India (1974-5) as epidemiologist and state Director for the 
World Health Organization’s successful smallpox eradication program. Public service recognitions include the Distinguished 
Service Medal of the U.S. Public Health Service, the Surgeon General's Medallion, the Arthur S. Flemming Award, the Wilbur 
J. Cohen Award, the 1996 Health Leader of the Year Award, 2013 Public Health Hero Award, and the 2018 Fries Prize for 
Improving Health. His research has been widely cited and focuses on the multiple determinants of health, population health, 
and the rational allocation of social resources. He is an elected Member of the National Academy of Medicine. 

 

Programs and policies conceived and initiated by Dr. McGinnis (with key contributions from many individuals and 
organizations) include several activities of ongoing importance to various arenas: 

 In 2008, the NAM initiative of national action and innovation collaboratives, currently including the Digital Health 
Learning Collaborative (2008), the Clinical Effectiveness Research Innovation Collaborative (2010), the Value 
Incentives and Systems Innovation Collaborative (2011), and the Care Culture & Decision-making Innovation 
Collaborative (2013), providing a venue for collaborative projects of common importance to stakeholder 
organizations; 

 In 2006, the Learning Health System Initiative (stewarded by the NAM Leadership Consortium), providing a trusted 
forum for key stakeholders to work together toward health and health care that continuously learns and improves 
(key contributors: Dr. Denis Cortese, Dr. Harvey Fineberg, Karen Ignagni, Dr. Mark McClellan, Dr. Jack Rowe, 
William 

mailto:mcginnis@nas.edu






4  

 Chair of the Institute of Medicine Committee on Food Marketing to Children and Youth (report issued in December 
2005). 

 Chair of the National Institutes of Health State-of-the-
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Duke University, Adjunct Professor of Public Policy, 1979-1981 
George Washington University, Instructor in Medicine, 1973-1975 
 

MEDICAL LICENSURE AND CERTIFICATION 
 

American Board of Preventive Medicine (GPM), 1982  
District of Columbia (inactive), 1973 

Massachusetts (inactive), 1972 
California (inactive), 1972 

 

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
 

American Association for the Advancement of Science  
American College of Epidemiology (Fellow) 
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